United we stand….
This month has seen Israel go to the polls to elect a Prime Minister to replace Ehud Olmert, who resigned in 2008. 
The votes for Tzipi Livni of the Kadima party and Benjamin Netanyahu of Likud were close enough for both camps to claim they had ‘won’, and a coalition government is now the only choice – various options are currently being discussed. 
Hopes for a productive coalition run high and, amid much debate, it becomes obvious just how essential a real working together is, especially in a country so divided by historical differences and current problems. 
Let’s hope that the politicians can learn from ‘projects on the ground’ as they seek to work together in tolerance and cooperation, to help instil peace in the region. 
One of BibleLands’ Partners that seeks to encourage tolerance and cooperation is the Nazareth School of Nursing. It is the only Arab nursing school in Israel, and working and studying side by side are Arabs, Jews, Christians, Muslims and Druze.

The school is led and managed by Christians but many of the students are Muslim. The School always stresses that their training is taking place in a Christian hospital with Christian ethics but the education and training is open to all, regardless of faith or nationality. Classes are taught in English, Hebrew and Arabic.  
The Nazareth School of Nursing is a practical example of God’s love for all as it serves the community in a spirit of care and reconciliation. It is a beacon of healing and hope to all, encouraging unity, understanding and cooperation as students and staff of different backgrounds and beliefs work together for the good of their local community. 
Let’s pray that Israel will soon have a productive and effective coalition government who are just as committed to unity and cooperation.
