Moving with the times at Mejdelanjar 

Set in the heart of the Bekaa Valley, the Christian Evangelical Swiss School of Mejdelanjar delivers high standards of education for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. BibleLands has worked in partnership with the School since 2002. 
Despite following a different faith from its surrounding community, the School has always encouraged religious understanding and mutual respect which has had a positive effect on the religious tolerance of the local area. Local families recognise the dramatic difference it has made to the educational standards of the town.
Although traditional in its values, the School has also taken steps to move with the times. In a male dominated rural society, a spirit of acceptance and freedom at the School enables young girls to be treated as equals alongside their male peers. A similar attitude has more recently been adopted towards teaching staff as positions of responsibility are offered to women as well as men. 
Last year the School appointed a female director for the Elementary section – a change that has already brought great benefits. She is experienced in dealing with mothers who may have concerns about their children and enormous vision for the future. New teacher training courses, study programmes and improved language teaching in both Arabic and English are just some of the plans she intends to put into place. 
English is taught from an early age at Mejdelanjar and in the last year there has been a particular emphasis on children learning through pictures and the sounds of words – just like their contemporaries in British schools. Through pictures children also learn about their Lebanese heritage – and the importance of both the cedar tree and the national sport of basketball to Lebanese culture!

Older children also learn visually through themes encouraging them to widen their horizons in topics such as trade, the environment and different cultures. There are regular educational trips to places like wildlife reserves, the theatre and heritage sites that enable them to understand and appreciate a wide range of learning experiences.

The School continues to offer stability in times of great uncertainty in Lebanon. For all of the staff at the School the priority is always to meet the challenge that began over 50 years ago – of bringing opportunities through education to these precious young lives.  

You can find out more about BibleLands and the work of it’s Overseas Partners by visiting www.biblelands.org.uk or calling 01494 897950.  

