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BibleLands launches appeal for Egypt’s ‘non-existent’ women
Imagine being a non-person. Nothing to prove who you are or when you were born; no place for you at school; no entitlement to treatment when you are ill.

For many people in rural Egypt – particularly women and girls – this is the reality. In the most impoverished communities, it is common for a girl’s birth to go unregistered – a simple enough omission when a family is just trying to survive, but one that has a profound impact on her future. Without a birth certificate, she technically doesn’t exist.
Although primary education is compulsory in Egypt, unregistered children slip through the net. They grow up unable to read or write, and become adults ill-equipped to work their way out of the desperate poverty that has affected their families for generations. 

Poverty in turn deters people from seeking an education or from making sure their daughters go to school. It's a vicious cycle – but Christian development charity BibleLands has launched an appeal to help.
BibleLands, in partnership with DUET (The Development of Upper Egypt Trust) has previously supported rural Egyptian communities in their goal of becoming self-sufficient. Now the elders of two more villages have requested the charity’s support. They are not asking for handouts but for help to improve the living conditions and health situation, to give all children the opportunity to go to school, to help adults gain the education they have missed out on and to set up income generation schemes so that everybody will be able to make an independent living.

Over the next three years, BibleLands aims to help at least 420 disadvantaged families. 
Part of this work will involve a variety of programmes to empower women and girls. Literacy classes will enable them to apply for a birth certificate and return to education, which will equip them to make choices and become aware of their legal rights.

Health awareness classes are also important, teaching women of all ages about health and hygiene, nutrition and child care, as well as encouraging them to shun dangerous traditions that include female genital mutilation (FGM). The existing classes in other villages are very popular and have a big impact on the standard of living. Even something as simple as installing a shelf to keep pots and pans off the dirt floor can reduce the risk of disease. 
By educating individuals, BibleLands and its partners are gradually helping communities to develop and become self-sufficient. As a DUET representative said:

‘It works one household, one young girl graduating from secondary school at a time. At first glance it might not seem much, but the ripple effect of these small choices made by mothers, wives and daughters is the only way to go in a society constrained by poverty and illiteracy.’
To donate to the appeal, please visit www.biblelands.org.uk or call 01494 897950.
