The Helen Keller Centre – Breaking Down Barriers 
The Helen Keller Centre in Jerusalem is a school for blind children with a reputation for excellence that has become both national and international. 
The Centre was founded as a home for blind girls by English missionary, Mary Lovell, in the 1890s.  Dr Helen Keller visited the School in the 1950s and was impressed by the work.  She agreed to her name being adopted for the newly named Helen Keller Centre.  The House was opened by BibleLands in 1960 and has been funded by BibleLands ever since.  
The Centre provides an education for some 70 children aged 3 to 13 years, covering all the usual curricular subjects, as well as teaching a range of additional skills that will enable these young people to lead independent lives. These include:
· mobility training in daily living skills, orientation, speech and occupational therapies

· Arabic Braille and computer skills to help the children pursue career opportunities that were previously thought impossible. 
· training in gymnastics and athletics to incredible levels of competitive achievement.  

Ahmed is one of their pupils.  He is five years old. His sight is very limited and he needs specialist support to learn to cope with everyday life. The Helen Keller Centre provides him and his fellow students with an oasis of calm in what is a terrifying world for blind and visually impaired children. Situated on the edge of Jerusalem, it provides specialist teaching staff to help the pupils overcome their disability with the aim of enabling them to fulfil their potential in a sighted world.  In a culture where disability is still marginalised, these measures make a huge difference to young people’s lives.

Over the last few years the Centre has faced many challenges. Heightened levels of security have made the journey to and from the Centre more difficult than ever before and have resulted in increased transport costs. In addition, the Centre has started a series of repairs and improvements including major work on the windows and fire escapes.  New staff are also being recruited to ensure that children like Ahmed continue to get the best possible start in life.

The Helen Keller Centre quietly continues to make a difference in its own individual way to the lives of the pupils for whom it cares. It is a shining example of Christian love in action, where staff and students work together against overwhelming odds, as the Principal Suad Younan says, “There are many barriers outside the Centre but at the Helen Keller Centre we break down barriers.”
You can find out more about BibleLands and the work of it’s Overseas Partners by visiting www.biblelands.org.uk or calling 01494 897950.  

