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Assembly on Walls theme
This assembly tells the children about the Helen Keller Centre in Jerusalem and explains about the difficulties some Palestinian children have in getting to school.

Ask for two volunteers. 

Blindfold one and ask the other to guide the blindfolded child round the hall. 

Give a running commentary on their progress as they go. 

Once round bring them back to the front and ask the blindfolded child how they felt about the experience. 

Explain how frightening it can be when we can’t see (for example, if we wake in the middle of the night) but how we can be reassured if there is someone we trust there with us.

Then tell the following: 

‘In Jerusalem – can anyone tell me where Jerusalem is? (show Israel/OPT map) – there is a school called the Helen Keller Centre that is run by the UK charity BibleLands. 

‘Helen Keller (show pictures of Helen Keller Centre) is a very special school because the children who go there can’t see. The children do all the subjects you do, like maths, history, music, science and even English, but they use special Braille books – these are books with special raised patterns on the pages that the children read using their fingers (show Braille).

‘The children come from Jerusalem itself and towns and villages near by. Some will walk to school, some come by car and others by bus. The problem is that for a long time the people who live in Israel and Palestine have been fighting over who the land belongs to. Because they can’t agree a great big wall has been built to keep the opposing sides apart (show wall).
‘Some of the children who go to Helen Keller live on the opposite side of the wall to where the school is. This means that they have to go through the wall by special gates to get to school. These gates are guarded by soldiers and sometimes they will let the children through and other times they send them home. Of course going through gates with soldiers guarding them is scary for any child, but it’s particularly scary for children who can’t see. So because of this some of the children live at the school all the time and only go home in school holidays.’ 

Ask the children how many of them would like a day off school. When they all raise their hands, ask how they would like it if they couldn’t come to school again. 

Encourage the children to think about what they would do with their time and ask them for some ideas. Although a few days off school can be relaxing and fun, if they were off school all the time they would be likely to get very bored and probably get into mischief. Ask the children to think what it would be like to be denied an education and ask them for some ideas about what impact this might have on their future lives.

Closing prayer

Dear God 

Thank you for our school and that we are free to come here each day to learn and have fun with our friends. 

Help us to remember the children of the Helen Keller Centre in Jerusalem, some of whom find it very difficult to get to school each day. 

We pray that one day soon there will be peace.

Amen.
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BibleLands 2009
Classroom activities linked to an assembly on the theme of walls
Links to the Curriculum:

KS1 Geography 1a, 3b, 3c; KS2 Geography 3c, 3d; KS2 Citizenship 2a, 4b, 4f

Find out who Helen Keller was.

Find out what language the children at Helen Keller speak.

Jerusalem is a holy city for three religions – but which three?
Find out which famous artist has painted pictures on the Wall in Jerusalem and Bethlehem and see if you can find some examples on the internet.

Find out which other countries BibleLands works in.

Think about disagreements you might have with the people around you. What is the best way to sort these problems out?
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