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Assembly on Olive theme

Show the children pictures of olive trees.
· Do they know what these trees are and where they are grown?

Show the children where the Holy Land is on the map.

Explain how important olive trees are in the Middle East. Briefly mention how some school children in the Middle East help to gather in the harvest. 

Ask for five volunteers to hold up letters O-L-I-V-E and ask the children what this says. 

Then ask the O and the I to swap places and ask the children what it says now. (I-L-O-V-E)

Explain that olives are often a symbol of peace. 

Ask the children the following questions:

· Has anyone heard about a man called Noah in the Bible?

· When did he live?

· What did God ask him to do?

· What did he have to build?

· How long did he live there and with who?

· How did he find out when it was safe to go outside?

Explain the significance of the olive branch and the dove as symbols of peace.

(You can also explain that the olive tree is important to Islam…)
Closing prayer

Dear God

We thank you for making a wonderful world where there are so many different plants and things to eat, and where there are so many different people. 

We pray for places where olives are grown and for all people who are working for a better world and for peace.

Amen.
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BibleLands 2009
Classroom activities linked to an assembly on the theme of olives

Links to the Curriculum:

RE Non Statutory Framework KS1 + 2 – symbols, using quiet reflection

Other links include: PSHE, Citizenship, Geography and Science

Olive tree prayer/poem activity
Draw a large outline of an olive tree or create a 3D tree using a cardboard tube and paper leaves.

Draw an outline of an olive tree leaf and photocopy for each of the children. The shape can either be cut out before or after you give them out.

Remind the children about the story of the girl who struggles to get to school and of the importance of olives in the Middle East and as a sign of peace.

Ask them to write poems or prayers inside the olive leaf outline. These can be painted and attached to the olive tree outline with glue or to the tree using thread and then displayed in school. 

Alternatively, the children could attach and read them out in a future assembly if appropriate.

Health benefits
Look at the importance of olive oil in cooking, particularly the health benefits. 

History of olives
Look at the history of olives, their importance in Greek myth and culture as a symbol of wisdom and peace. Research the history of the Olympic Games and how this has significance for us in the UK as we approach 2012.
Harvesting across the globe
Discuss and research how different countries grow and harvest different crops depending on their culture and climate. 

Explain how olives are grown and harvested in various parts of the world and point these out on a map. Children could make a collage of this on a map outline or a collage of all the fruit and vegetables harvested in the Holy Land (dates, oranges, tomatoes, lettuce and olives).

Symbols

Look at the following stories for their symbols and their meaning:

· The story of Noah

· Christ’s Cross (said to be made of olive wood)

· The importance of the olive tree and olive oil in Islam (mentioned in Islam as a blessed tree and sacred plant, the Prophet Muhammad also spoke very highly of the olive tree and olive oil.
· The olive tree as a universal symbol of peace – see the United Nations flag.
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