How it all started

The Cedar Home was founded by local Christians in Beirut, to care for girls who have lost at
least one parent, due to divorce, separation, or death, and where the other parent is unable to
provide for them.

The children at the Home come from different backgrounds and religions. The Home provides
a family life, enabling them to grow up in a normal home environment full of love and care. In
short, the Home lives out its motto of giving the girls: A Better Chance for a Better Future.
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Current Activities

About 30 girls, aged between 3-18 years, live at the Home as one big family. House mothers
help to care for them, guiding them through their daily life, providing a homely atmosphere and
giving lots of love to the girls.

The girls go to local schools, where they can meet with other children their age. They are also
encouraged to join local youth groups, such as scouts, which help them to gain confidence.
Some clubs and groups also visit the Home regularly, providing fun and games.

The children all take a share in the chores according to their age and ability — cleaning,
washing up, doing laundry and caring for the younger ones.

As a Christian Home, there are regular prayers and Bible studies. Although the girls come
from many faith backgrounds, all are encouraged to join in these spiritual times. However,
they are not compulsory, and it is very much up to each girl to find and follow her own faith.
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...Christian Love in Action in the Middle East...

Tamer (not her real name) came to the Cedar Home when she was 13 years old.
Her father had just died, and she was unable to live with her mother. Her grades at
school were always good, and with the Home’s help, she went to university. She is
now a maths teacher at one of the prominent private schools in Beirut. She says: “It
would be impossible to be who | am now without the support of the Cedar Home.
Especially Chadi Melki, who was an adviser, a friend, a brother and a father for me,
and his wife Joyce who was a big help in times of trouble. Cedar Home trained me to
be a guide, a friend, a sister, a leader, a wise mature lady and to be patient. | grew
each day in my knowledge and commitment to Jesus Christ, that converted my beliefs and convictions.”

Above Chadi and Joyce Melki,
the Home's Directors

Left: A message to BibleLands,
from the girls at the Cedar Home

Following its 15-year civil war, from 1975 — 1990, Lebanon was beginning to rebuild itself and
there was an optimism for the future, despite huge international debts and high unemployment.
However, the war with Israel in 2006 left the country unstable once again. Levels of

unemployment and poverty have risen and many people fear a second civil war. Therefore,
your support of these girls is even more appreciated. Thank you.
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